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the existing pattern will still be necessury and that the standard of attain- — 
ment should as nearly as possible correspond with that of boys’ schools, 
At the same time the subjects of the course might with advantage be modi- — 
fied so as to avoid too sharp a differentiation between the purdanashin and 
the non-puwrda school. The Commission have recommended the creation of — 
a standing committee on girls’ education which would be advisory to the  ~ 
Secondary and Intermediate Board and which would frame.tle curricula — 
and conduct the examinations for these schools. The Government of 
India have not yet- fully considered fie various proposals of the Commis- 
sion. They recognise that the creation of purdanashin schools will bea ‘ 
matter of difficulty and of very great expense and they do not overlook — 
the obstacles which in some parts of India have stood in the way of what © 
is now known as the system of zenana classes. They fully accept however — 
the two principles which underlie the proposals of the Commission, namely, — 
the modification of the curriculum in order to suit the needs of girls and 
women of different classes and, secondly, the utilisation of the advice of 
ladies in formulating a suitable system of instruction. They also. heartily 
endorse the statement of the Commission that the purdanashin school will 
eminently bea field for the munificence of enlightened Indians, without — 
whose aid and encouragement schools of this type are scareely likely to — E 
come-into existence or to thrive. ! 


18. The oppressive effect of examinations upon girls has been a~ 
| ae matter of constant complaint. The Government 
pecan ray ner” of India endorse the view of the Commission 
that in the case of purdanashin schools there should be some ‘form 
cf examination at the end of the course, but thatit should not be compulsory 
wud that it should be differentiated from the corresponding examination for 
boys and conducted in part through oral tests by competent women visiting 
examiners ;and that in non-purda schools it would be the duty of the 
secondary and intermediate Board to ensure that the standards of attainment 
represented by the examination correspond to those of the examination for 
boys, though this would.not imply the use of identical papers, nor preclude 
the use of oral tests or the weighing of. records of school work, which in 
view of the small number of pupils concerned would be specially practicable 
and easy. 
19, The remarks made above apply especially to high schools. But for 
| ; a long time to come the middle school will 
Importance of middle English schools. ron resent an institution of great importance in the 
education of girls, seeing that in view of the paucity of high schools, the 
great expense involved in their maintenance and the social causes which 
still hamper progress, the middle school is likely often to remain the only 
é' institution to which the majority of girls who desire education above the 
elementary stage can aspire and beyond which it will be impossible for many 
of them by reason of social exigencies, ete., to proceed. Opinions are divided 
regarding the stage at which the teaching of English should commence, ~ 
This is one of those matters in which the Government of India consider that 
respect should be paid to local opinion. It is obvious, however, from reports 
which have reached them that the value of English education among girls 
is much appreciated and they would strongly urge upon local Governments 
the advisability of establishing a close network of Anglo-vernactilar middle 
schools which will provide women suitable for training as teachers of lower 
classes and will perhaps more than any other type of institution disseminate. 
an interest in the advancement of girls’ education, 


Collegiate Education. | ; 


20. The number of girls at present studying in Arts Colleges is rar ane 
Collegiate education of women The Calcutta University : Commission have 





almost non-existent. declared that the~intermediate classes do not 
properly form a part of collegiate or university education. If this proposi- 
tion is accepted (and it had previously been put forward by various authori-— 


ties in India) then the number of girls who are doing real university workis 
infinitesimal—in the three colleges in Caleutta the Commission found that 
there are only 93 students attempting such work, The Government of India, 
however, are impressed with the success (already mentioned) of the tw Oe 
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